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HOW TO TURN

AN IDEA

INTO A STORY
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Turn one idea into many with a mind map.

Write what you know in the middle circle and then free associate.

BRAINSTORM LIKE MAD

Pro Tip: When you land on a key discovery, start a new ming map with that idea at the center!
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Get your creative juices flowing by diving more into the world of your story.

Pick key elements of your idea to learn more about.

DO YOUR RESEARCH

Pro Tip: Don’t get lost in the research rabbit hole! Know when to climb out and start writing.

TOPIC

SOURCES

NOTES

TOPIC

SOURCES

NOTES
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Spend a little time thinking about the people or creatures who will populate your story.

Pay special attention to your protagonist, the primary driving force.

MEET YOUR CHARACTERS

Pro Tip: Some characters might play two parts. Like a love interest can also be an antagonist.

PROTAGONIST ANTAGONIST

LOVE INTEREST

ALLIES ENEMIES

OTHERS
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While there is no foolproof formula, every story has certain essential elements.

Think about what events might happen in your plot.

PONDER YOUR PLOT

Pro Tip: Even if you pre-plot your whole story, stay open to surprise twists and turns as you write.

ORDINARY WORLD

INCITING INCIDENT

FINAL BATTLE

NEW NORMAL

OBSTACLES + REVERSALS

W H AT  I S  T H E  W O R L D  L I K E  W H E N  YO U R  S TO R Y  B E G I N S ?

W H AT  M A K E S  T H I N G S  I N  YO U R  S TO R Y  S TA RT  TO  C H A N G E ?

W H AT  T H I N G S  C A N  G O  W RO N G  O R  C H A N G E  C O M P L E T E LY ?

H O W  D O E S  YO U R  C H A R AC T E R  F I N A L LY  W I N  (O R  LO S E )  E V E R Y T H I N G ?

H O W  H A S  T H E  W O R L D  I N  YO U R  S TO R Y  C H A N G E D ?
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When all else fails, let the writing do the work.

Pick a moment that you know in your story and put some words on the page.

JUST START WRITING

Pro Tip: If you don’t know any specific moments, try writing a journal entry for one of your characters.


